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Coming to terms with Germany's colonial past

Preliminary remarks by the questioners

Germany's colonial past is one of the most violent and at the same time most
repressed chapters in German history — marked by racist ideology, deprivation
of rights, colonial violence, systematic exploitation and transfer of wealth, the
effects of which continue to be felt today. Between 1884 and the end of the
First World War, the German Empire had colonies in Africa, Oceania and
China and was the third largest colonial power in terms of area in 1914
(www.bmz.de/de/themen/koloni alitaet/historischer-hintergrund-
168850#:~:text=Nach%20F1%C3%A4che%20
bemessen%20verf%C3%BCgte%20Deutschland,sowie%20mehrere%20Inseln
in the western Pacific). To this day, the unjust systems that were created and
their long-term effects have not been adequately addressed socially,
institutionally or politically.

One of the most serious crimes of Germany's colonial past is the genocide of
the Herero, Nama, Damara and San peoples in the former colony of "German
South West Africa", now Namibia, between 1904 and 1908. Even more than
100 years after the crimes were committed, the German government has not
legally recognised this as genocide, and the joint declaration between Germany
and Namibia has been under negotiation for ten years. Similarly, the brutally
suppressed Maji Maji uprising between 1905 and 1907 in the former colony of
"German East Africa", now Tanzania, represents one of the most violent and
cruel German crimes during the colonial era.

German colonialism continues to have an impact long after the official end of
the colonial era. It has left deep scars in the societies of the former colonies, but
for a long time it has been distorted or inadequately addressed in Germany's
collective memory and institutions (www.spiegel.de/geschichte/deutschlands-
koloniale-vergang enheit-verdruckst-verwirrend-peinlich-a-00014e54-0bb1-
4515-89d8-6945caba 15¢cd). Many cultural assets, human remains and everyday
objects from a colonial context are still found in German museums,
monasteries, collections and universities today. Within Germany, the colonial
legacy
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It is omnipresent: in the form of street names, monuments, school curricula,
museum displays and, not least, racist structures whose roots go back to the
colonial era. The communities of origin affected are demanding their return and
a thorough examination of the colonial contexts in which these objects were
unlawfully removed or violently appropriated.

Geopolitical developments show that a lack of or insufficient reappraisal can
increasingly generate diplomatic tensions and have a negative impact on the
foreign policy capabilities of European states. For example, the erosion or
deterioration of partnership relations in parts of West and Central Africa must
be viewed in the context of France's colonial legacy. They offer authoritarian
actors a targeted platform for anti-colonial narratives that favour political shifts
towards authoritarian models and a departure from partnerships with European
countries.

Coming to terms with the colonial past is both a historical obligation and a
socio-political necessity in the fight against racism and discrimination in this
country. But it is also highly relevant to the question of Germany's credibility
and a more just global order. Only if Germany confronts its colonial past in a
determined and binding manner can it be a credible partner in international
relations. In recent years, civil society initiatives and organisations, cultural
figures, activists and academics have tirelessly pointed out the failures in
coming to terms with Germany's colonial history and called for concrete
measures. These include critically examining the contexts in which collections
were acquired, returning looted art and human remains, ensuring the
appropriate involvement of societies of origin, and providing structural support
for education, research and cultural work. The German government has made
progress in recent years in coming to terms with Germany's colonial past, but
the debate remains inadequate and, in some cases, controversial. Initial steps
have been taken, such as the further expansion of the Agency for International
Museum Cooperation and the recognition of crimes and the return of colonial
artefacts in individual contexts, such as the Benin Bronzes. However, other
aspects remain unresolved, such as questions of reparations in different
contexts and the adequate inclusion of colonial history in education and
research.

Against this background, the question arises as to how the Federal Government
is fulfilling its responsibility for a careful, fair and transparent reappraisal of
German colonial history, what measures it is taking, how it is involving
affected societies and the expertise of the diaspora, and how it is ensuring that
Germany's colonial past is not further suppressed.

Preliminary remarks by the Federal Government

The Federal Government has set itself the goal of continuing its efforts to
come to terms with its colonial past, including cross-state research into
objects and the return of cultural property in dialogue with the countries of
origin. This is laid down in the coalition agreement. Particular attention is
being paid to the creation of dignified memorial sites and the return of human
remains. The Federal Government is committed to coming to terms with
Germany's colonial past and to the dialogue and exchange with the societies
affected that this requires, in the conviction that this is a prerequisite for
credible, resilient and future-oriented relations with the states and societies
affected by German colonialism, but also with the states of the Global South
as a whole.
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colonialism, but also with the countries of the Global South as a whole.

1. What strategy is the Federal Government pursuing in recognising the
injustices committed in the former German colonies, apologising to the
communities affected and taking measures to make amends?

The German government sees itself as responsible for coming to terms with
the injustices committed under German colonial rule. This process cannot be
one-sided, but requires a partnership-based approach based on dialogue. The
German government is therefore in close bilateral contact with the countries
concerned and is actively working towards reconciliation. In this spirit,
Federal President Steinmeier also asked for forgiveness for the atrocities
committed under German colonial rule in the Maji Maji War during his trip
to Tanzania in November 2023. Such steps are always the result of prior
exchanges and a joint process with the affected states and societies.

Such a dialogue is also being conducted with Namibia: since 2015, Germany
and Namibia have been negotiating a “Joint Declaration” on reconciliation
against the backdrop of Germany’s colonial history and the genocide
committed by German colonial troops against the Nama and Herero peoples,
with the involvement of the communities affected in Namibia. In February
2024, Federal President Steinmeier expressed his hope in Namibia that he
would soon be able to return to Namibia and issue an official apology.

The joint reappraisal of the colonial past is also underpinned by concrete
projects with civil society, both here and in countries formerly colonised by
Germany. Reference is made to the answer to question 8.

The concept of reparations in international law arises from the violation of an
international obligation. No such obligation existed at the time the injustice
was committed. The concept of reparations is therefore not applicable in the
context of Germany's colonial past.

2. What concrete actions does the Federal Government derive from its
Africa policy guidelines for its cooperation with African states and,
specifically, from the statement that coming to terms with colonialism is
"an important element for future-oriented coexistence with the states of
the African continent"?

Reference is made to the Federal Government's preliminary remarks. The
Africa Policy Guidelines continue to guide the Federal Government's actions.

3. What conclusions does the Federal Government draw from the return of
the Benin Bronzes for future restitution processes and the recognition of
colonial injustice — particularly with regard to educational work, museum
policy and international cultural relations?

The transfer of ownership of more than 1,000 Benin bronzes from German
public collections to the Nigerian state in 2022 is, in the view of the Federal
Government, a positive chapter in German-Nigerian cooperation.
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cooperation. At the same time, museum cooperation has been deepened and
established as an important element of bilateral relations.

The way colonial experiences are dealt with overall and the needs of different
societies vary. This is why the processes of reappraisal, recognition,
restitution and cooperation in colonial contexts have varied to date. In light
of the experience gained to date, the Federal Government, the Lander and the
municipalities are currently updating the "First Key Points on Dealing with
Collection Items from Colonial Contexts" from 2019.

The Federal Government is committed to coordinated, socially supported
intergovernmental restitution processes. Numerous projects and exchange
formats funded by the Federal Government (visits, translation projects,
travelling exhibitions, cultural preservation, etc.) support these processes.

4. How does the Federal Government intend to engage in long-term dialogue
with the respective states of the former German colonies in order to
jointly come to terms with colonial crimes and their consequences?

The Federal Government also seeks dialogue with the countries concerned on
how to come to terms with Germany's colonial past through visits and talks.
In some countries, committees have been set up to deal with specific issues,
with which the Federal Government is in contact. For further details, please
refer to the answers to questions 1, 3 and 11.

5. How does the Federal Government intend to engage in long-term dialogue
with the affected communities of the former German colonies and their
diaspora communities in Germany in order to jointly address colonial
crimes and their consequences?

The Federal Government is in contact and ongoing dialogue with diaspora
communities in Germany and affected societies in the former German
colonies, and offers them this dialogue as a matter of principle. In November
2024, the Federal Foreign Office hosted a comprehensive round table
discussion entitled “Coming to terms with colonialism — in dialogue with
civil society”. The event underscored the role of civil society actors and the
expertise they bring to bear in coming to terms with the colonial past for
society as a whole, and was unanimously welcomed by the civil society
representatives in attendance. This dialogue is to be continued. It will be
supplemented and deepened by a variety of exchange formats and projects
for the joint reappraisal of the colonial past by social actors in Germany and
former German colonies, which the Federal Government supports through
project funding or active participation. These measures are accompanied by,
among other things, visits to Germany, most recently a thematic and
information trip on the return of human remains and cultural property from
colonial contexts, which took place from 6 to 12 July 2025 for participants
from former German colonies.

For further information, please refer to the answers to questions 3 and 8.
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6. What is the current status of implementation of the plan mentioned in the
coalition agreement between the CDU, CSU and SPD to establish a
dignified memorial site in the context of German colonial crimes?
The Federal Government is continuing the preparatory work of recent years
and is holding talks with academics and civil society with a view to creating
a dignified memorial site for coming to terms with Germany's colonial
legacy.
7. What importance does the Federal Government attach to remembrance of
Germany's colonial past in the context of German remembrance culture as
a whole?
Coming to terms with Germany's colonial history is an undisputed part of
Germany's culture of remembrance. The Federal Government attaches great
importance to this.
8. What financial resources does the Federal Government currently provide
for projects to come to terms with Germany's colonial past (please break
down by funding period, department and project title)?
Project title | Funding period | Ministry/title | Volume
Federal Foreign Office
Renovation of the Nama and Herero AA 70,000
mass graves in Namibia 0504-68715 EN 3
in Namibia
Exhibition "Once upon a time ... the AA 310,000 euros
birth of the state of Cameroon 1884- 0504 68711
1914" in
Yaoundé & Douala, Cameroon
Scientific and exchange project AA 50,000
"Reappraising Colonial History" 0504
("German Colonialism and the Law";
Humboldt University of Berlin,
Faculty of Law)
Restoration of the headframe on the AA 59,800
historic mine site in Tsu-Meb, Namibia 0504-68715 EN 3
meb, Namibia
Cultural Foundation of the German AA 235,933
States 0504 68711 EN 4
"Preparation for the creation of a central
point of contact for dealing with human
remains from colonial contexts in
German museums and collections"
Renovation of the "Alte Feste" in Wind AA 160,000
huk 0504-68715 EN 3
"The Empty Tomb — Impact Campaign"” AA 10,000
— Reappraisal of the DEU-TZA colonial 0504 68715
history
History
Themed and informational trip on AA 43,000 euros
"Cultural property restitution and the 0502 68517
return of human remains from colonial
contexts"
from 6 to 12 July 2025
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Project Funding period Department/Tit Volume

le

Leipzig International Artists in AA 60,000
Residence 0504 68715
with participants from former German
colonial territories, among others
Screening of the film "Der vermessene | September/October 2025| AA 500
Mensch" (The Measured Man) during 0504 68715
German Weeks in
Namibia
Exhibition "Transpositional Geologies" |Autumn 2025 AA 3,000
in Windhoek to address the exploitation 0504 68715
of raw materials from
Namibia during the colonial era
Performance of the musical theatre piece | October 2025 AA 5,000
by "People of Song" on the German- 0504
Namibian
past at the embassy in Windhoek
The Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media
Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation BKM 903,118
"Interdisciplinary and transnational 0452 685 18
research project on the
recontextualisation of West African
human remains with a colonial
appropriation background"
afroTopiae. V. BKM 450,000
"africologneFESTIVAL" in Cologne 0452 685 18
Film Academy Baden-Wiirttemberg BKM 105,000
gGmbH 0452 685 18
"Nollywood Workshop — Benin City
Edition" in Lagos &amp; Benin City,
Nigeria, and Ludwigsburg
Centre Marc Bloch e. V. BKM 1,080,000
"German-French Provenance Research 0452 685
Fund"
Cultural Foundation of the German BKM 235,933 euros
States 0452 685 18
"Exchange on the further handling of
human remains from colonial contexts
in Germany.
Focus: Re-humanisation, transparency
and documentation"
Saarland University BKM 80,000
"Development of a remembrance 0452 685
concept for the history of the German
Colonial School"
Hamburg Postcolonial Working Group BKM 107,578 euros
Extracurricular remembrance project 0452 685
"We're packing our suitcase"
Berlin City Museum Foundation BKM 30,000
"Memorial Exhibition — Paths of 045
Remembrance"

9. What funds are earmarked for the "Agency for International Museum
Cooperation" for the years 2026 to 2029, and how will museum

cooperation be further expanded?

The museum agency has the task of helping to raise the profile of Germany's
diverse museum landscape in the growing international museum market. The
agency is currently being set up and is approaching
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its target structure. It has project funds from the Federal Foreign Office for
this purpose until the end of 2027. In the medium term, the agency is also
expected to develop a profit-making area. The initial portfolio for
international museum cooperation can be viewed at
www.museumsagentur.de. Cooperation with the Global South — including
countries with a German colonial past — is being sought. In future, the agency
will also be able to provide support in the area of the return of cultural assets
from colonial contexts.

10. What is the current status of the return of cultural assets from colonial
contexts to societies or states of origin, and to what extent have affected
communities from the former colonies been involved in the return
process?

With regard to the return of cultural property from colonial contexts, the
Federal Government is in close contact with the countries concerned. It also
consults regularly with representatives of civil society. The pace of returns is
also largely determined by the countries of origin, which in particular have to
decide on the specific recipients of returns. The manner in which societies of
origin and other domestic actors are involved in restitution processes is a
matter for the respective governments. The Federal Government has no
influence on domestic consultation and negotiation processes.

11. How does the Federal Government plan to respond to existing restitution
claims from societies in former colonial territories regarding human
remains and artefacts in German museums and collections, especially
when these claims are made by state restitution commissions?

The Federal Government is in contact with a large number of countries on
the issue of the return of cultural property and human remains from colonial
contexts, including those where state restitution commissions have been set
up, such as Cameroon, Tanzania and Ghana. It welcomes the recording of
restitution claims and the involvement of communities of origin through
mandated bodies in the respective countries and is in dialogue with them.
Final decisions on restitutions are made by the respective collections and
their sponsors, often federal states and municipalities, and in the case of the
Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation, also by the Federal Government.

12. To what extent does the Federal Government provide financial support to
the descendants of victims of German colonial rule for the search for
human remains presumed to be in Germany?

The Federal Foreign Office is currently funding the project for the period 2025-27.

"Preparation for the creation of a central point of contact for dealing with
human remains from colonial contexts in German museums and collections"
(see also summary in question 8). The contact point is to be located at the
Contact Point for Collection Items from Colonial Contexts (KOSKK). The
aim is to prepare the necessary structure for the return of and further handling
of human remains in Germany. The concept to be developed as part of the
project should include the promotion of international exchange on the
scientific, legal, organisational and ethical prerequisites for the return of
human remains held in German museums and scientific collections. The
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concept will be developed in close consultation with experts from countries
of origin and representatives of communities of origin. Like many other
institutions involved in coming to terms with colonialism, the Federal
Government is also in contact with descendants of victims.

13.  Will the fund for the repatriation of cultural assets from colonial contexts,
which has previously been included in the budget of the Federal
Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media (BKM), be
continued, and if so, in what form and with what financial resources?

In the 2024 budget of the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and
the Media (BKM), funds amounting to 600,000 euros were allocated for the
first time for the repatriation of cultural assets from colonial contexts. The
Federal Government only provides information on cases that have already
been closed. Ongoing negotiations and preparations for decisions are part of
the core area of executive responsibility. The Federal Government therefore
does not provide any information on whether any funding is intended.

14. What measures is the Federal Government taking to enable museums to
commemorate colonial crimes in the long term?

The Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media (BKM)
provides funding through the German Centre for Lost Cultural Property for
projects on provenance research of cultural property and human remains
from colonial contexts. Furthermore, in 2023, the BKM, together with the
Federal Ministry of Education and Research and French partners, launched
the "German-French Provenance Research Fund" for cultural assets from
sub-Saharan Africa. This fund can also be used to support relevant projects
by museums. Finally, the BKM provides institutional support to the Prussian
Cultural Heritage Foundation, the Humboldt Forum Foundation and the
German Historical Museum Foundation. These foundations make important
contributions to the critical examination of the colonial legacy.

15. What specific legal regulations currently exist in Germany regarding trade
in human remains from colonial contexts, and is the Federal Government
aware of any regulatory gaps that allow such trade to take place?

In the absence of specific legal regulations on trade in human remains from
colonial contexts, the general legal provisions apply. The Federal
Government is closely monitoring developments in this area and would take
action if necessary.

16. How often and to what extent does trade in human remains from colonial
contexts take place within Germany (please specify for the years 2020 to
2024)?

The Federal Government has no information on this matter.
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17. What measures is the Federal Government taking to intensify European
cooperation in dealing with colonial issues, particularly in the field of
provenance research?

18. What German-French and multilateral projects for researching and
returning cultural assets from colonial contexts have been initiated since
2023, and what further projects are planned?

Questions 17 and 18 will be answered together.

Please refer to the answer to question 14. Partners in the projects of the
Franco-German Provenance Research Fund always include institutions from
sub-Saharan Africa.

19. What plans does the Federal Government have for the long-term
institutional safeguarding and further development of the Contact Point
for Collection Items from Colonial Contexts and the Museum Agency for
the Restitution of Cultural Property from Colonial Contexts?

Long-term support tasks are planned for both the Contact Point and the
Museum Agency in dealing with cultural property and human remains from
colonial contexts. At the Contact Point, the Federal Foreign Office is
currently funding a project on the further handling of human remains from
colonial contexts in Germany. The aim is to establish a permanent contact
point for dealing with human remains from colonial contexts, which will be
based at the Contact Point. For further information, please refer to the answer
to question 9.

20. To what extent does the Federal Government plan to develop federal
programmes and materials in cooperation with scientific and educational
institutions that will anchor a systematic examination of German colonial
history in education and research in the long term?

The topic of colonialism and its representation in educational media is being
researched from a cultural studies and historical perspective by the Leibniz
Institute for Educational Media (Georg Eckert Institute), which is
institutionally funded by the federal and state governments.

21. To what extent will the Federal Government maintain the current division
of tasks and responsibilities between the ministries involved (in particular
the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media and the
Federal Foreign Office) in coming to terms with Germany's colonial past?

In coming to terms with Germany's colonial past, the Federal Government
follows the principle of departmental responsibility, which is determined by
subject matter. The Federal Foreign Office is the lead ministry within the
Federal Government and acts as the central point of contact for states and
foreign civil society groups affected by the consequences of German colonial
policy. The Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media
mirrors this responsibility for issues and measures in Germany itself and is
particularly responsible for remembrance work in Germany and for
provenance research.
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22. How does the Federal Government explain that direct and individual
compensation payments to descendants of victims of German colonial
crimes — for example, for the death of relatives, psychological and
physical suffering or the loss of property — have not yet been included in
official reparations efforts, and what is its position on corresponding
demands from affected communities?

Reference is made to the answer to question 1.

23. To what extent does the Federal Government plan to continue supporting
research into judicial proceedings in the German colonies?

Since 2024, the Federal Foreign Office has been funding the project "German
Colonialism and the Law" carried out by Humboldt University in Berlin,
which, among other things, examines colonial law and its application
(https://fli.berlin/crimcol/). A book on this topic is currently being published.

24. What political consequences will the Federal Government draw from
proven cases of miscarriages of justice by the German colonial judiciary?

Please refer to the answers to questions 1 and 23.

25. Does the Federal Government support international calls for reform of
international financial institutions such as the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank in order to give the countries of the
Global South more weight in decision-making processes, and what
specific contributions is the Federal Government itself making to these
reform efforts?

The Federal Government supports reforms in the International Monetary
Fund (IMF). Most recently, an additional seat on the Executive Board was
created for Sub-Saharan Africa. This significantly strengthens the voice of
developing countries. The Federal Government is also working to improve
the participation and representation of developing countries in the World
Bank.

26. What insights has the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ) gained from the expert conference
"Rethinking Development Policy" on 4 December 2024 for its goal of a
decolonial development policy?

27. To what extent has the BMZ expanded the areas of action guiding its
institutional process of "overcoming colonial continuities" in line with the
recommendations made by the advisory team appointed for this purpose?

a) in line with the recommendations made by the advisory team
appointed for this purpose?

b) in line with specific proposals from the expert audience at the
conference on 4 December 20247

Questions 26 to 27b will be answered together.

The event organised by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ) to mark the 140th anniversary of the so-called Berlin
Africa Conference of 1884/85 was an important milestone in the debate on
colonial continuities in development policy. On this occasion, the then
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Federal Minister Svenja Schulze took the opportunity to publicly announce
for the first time the process that had been ongoing within the BMZ to review
various areas of development cooperation with a view to possible colonial
continuities.

In addition to commemorating the 1884/85 conference, the event focused on
exchanging views on fair and contemporary partnerships in international
cooperation. The importance of a renewed partnership between Europe and
Africa in the light of an increasingly multipolar world was emphasised. As a
player committed to human rights, the rule of law and multilateralism,
Germany could play an important role here together with partner countries.
Addressing the challenges and reform needs of current international
cooperation, also in light of the colonial past, is a basis for repositioning
these relationships and recognising the changed role of the so-called Global
South. At the same time, it became clear in the exchange with the expert
audience that transparent handling of the respective interests, greater
involvement of local expertise and sensitive use of terminology and language
could be essential factors for the future shaping of partnerships.

These findings already coincide in many respects with the priorities defined
in the BMZ process, e.g. on non-discriminatory language and communication
or strengthening partner orientation in cooperation, and will be taken up
accordingly. The BMZ's external consultation and development work on
dealing with colonial continuities will continue (until the end of
2025/beginning of 2026), also taking into account the above-mentioned
recommendations. The BMZ will then examine how the recommendations
resulting from the process can be implemented.

28. Since the Federal Foreign Office announced on 5 June last year that it
would include colonial history in the training programme for the Foreign
Service,

a) to what extent and to what degree has this been done,

b) and if so, does the Federal Government plan to continue these
measures

c) and what changes has the Federal Foreign Office made in addition to
this?

The examination of Germany's colonial past and its consequences has been
systematically integrated into diplomatic training. In the dual study
programme/preparatory service, the topic of "Germany's colonial past" is
adequately anchored as a cross-cutting issue. Candidates for the middle and
higher civil service also deal with the many aspects of Germany's historical
responsibility in their history classes. In addition to being addressed in
history seminars, the topic is also discussed in the newly introduced module
"Coming to terms with the past" for the higher civil service. In addition,
employees of the Federal Foreign Office who deal with issues of coming to
terms with the past are periodically sensitised to colonial issues.
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29. What concrete measures is the Federal Government planning to take to
come to terms with Germany’s colonial past in Tanzania, as announced
by Federal President Dr Frank-Walter Steinmeier during his visit in 2023?

During his visit to Tanzania in November 2023, Federal President Steinmeier
expressed his hope for a joint reappraisal of the past. The Federal
Government is engaged in a trusting dialogue with the Tanzanian side on this
issue. In the area of restitution, the first visit of the Tanzanian National
Committee for the Return of Cultural Property and Human Remains in spring
2025 marked a successful start to an orderly restitution dialogue. Further
measures are being taken to build on this. For example, public screenings of
the film “Das leere Grab” (The Empty Grave) are currently taking place in
Tanzania, accompanied by discussion formats in cooperation with local
educational institutions (see also question 8).

30. Does the Federal Government still consider the Joint Declaration with
Namibia to be a legitimate framework for coming to terms with the
genocide, given the continuing rejection by some descendants'
associations, civil society groups and parts of the Namibian public?

The German government agrees with the Namibian side to continue on the
path taken in 2015 with the negotiation of the Joint Declaration. Both sides
agree that the Joint Declaration does not mark the end of talks, but rather a
foundation for further reappraisal of the colonial past.

31. Does the German government believe that, with the conclusion of the
Joint Declaration with Namibia, Germany has committed itself to legally
binding implementation, and if so, what timeframe does it envisage for
implementation?

In the Joint Declaration initialled in May 2021, the Federal Government
stated that Germany was prepared to pay a total of 1.1 billion euros to
Namibia. Of this amount, 1.05 billion euros is to be allocated to a programme
for reconstruction and development and 50 million euros to a programme for
reconciliation. Discussions on the implementation of the two programmes,
including the time frame, are still ongoing.

32. Does the Federal Government take the view that it has complied with all
norms of international law in the negotiations on the joint declaration with
Namibia?

The Joint Declaration with Namibia is a political declaration. The Federal
Government complies with all applicable norms of international law in this
regard.
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33. How does the Federal Government respond to criticism that the joint
declaration currently being negotiated with Namibia will reproduce
structural power asymmetries through the planned reconstruction aid
provided by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development and fail to take into account individual claims for
compensation by descendants?

The Joint Declaration provides for the participation of the affected
communities in the implementation of the reconstruction programme to a
decisive extent. Discussions are currently underway on the Namibian side to
establish an independent special-purpose entity under Namibian law to
implement the funds. In addition, reference is made to the Federal
Government's response of 17 March 2023 to questions 7 and 8 of the minor
interpellation by the DIE LINKE parliamentary group (Bundestag printed
paper no. 20/6085).

34. How does the Federal Government assess the criticism levelled by
indigenous communities and civil society organisations in Namibia at the
Hyphen hydrogen project with regard to Germany's historical
responsibility and respect for the rights of indigenous peoples?

Reference is made to the Federal Government's response of 23 December
2024 to questions 43 and 44 of the minor interpellation by the DIE LINKE
parliamentary group (Bundestag printed paper 20/14426).

35. What standards does the BMZ set in its accompanying support in the
context of the Hyphen hydrogen project to ensure the participation of
local civil society actors and respect for historical burdens (e.g. Shark
Island)?

The BMZ supports the development of green hydrogen in Namibia with
measures in the areas of (inclusive) urban development and vocational
training. In the area of urban development, a participatory approach to
planning and implementation is being pursued together with the city of
Liideritz and the Aus settlement, involving residents and civil society groups.
There is no direct funding for the Hyphen hydrogen project via the BMZ.
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